I AM THE GATE
Text: John 10:7-10
Readings: Ps 23, Ezek. 34, John 10:1-10
Theme: Jesus is the entrance to a full and free life.
Purpose: To encourage us to look to Jesus for a life of fullness and freedom. 
Congregation, 
A doorway is an important part of any building. It marks the entrance way, the entry point. That's where you get in and out. 
This means that a position by a doorway is a strategic place to be. 
e.g. Porters stand by the doors of hotels and airports so they can open car doors and help people with their bags.
e.g. When people have a party they will sometimes put bouncers at the door so they can control who comes in.
e.g. Even ministers stand by the door, not as bouncers, but rather so they can meet people as they come and go from worship. 
When Jesus said 'I am the gate', he wanted to convey this idea of a doorway. He wanted to tell those listening that he was the entrance to life. 
As we stand at the beginning of another year it will be good for us to consider how Jesus is the gate to a life that is full and free. 
So as we stand at the gateway to another year let's hear what Jesus has to say about himself as the gateway to life. 
We will consider two things here: How Jesus is 
1. The Entrance to Life, And what he says about
2. The Character of this Life. 
First of all then, let's see how Jesus describes himself as The Entrance to Life 
Read verses 7-8.... 
When Jesus mentioned 'thieves and robbers who came before him' he was looking back over the previous 400 years, back over the procession of people and ideas who had claimed to be the doorway to life and hope. 
Those years had marked the flowering of Greek culture and philosophy. The Greek philosophers promised to open a door to learning and life. 
Then there were the Romans with their mighty armies and their political ideals. They who offered life through sound administration and government. 
Among the Jews had been many men who had set themselves up as leaders of the nation. Some even claimed to be messiah type figures. They promised to lead Israel to victory over the Romans, to self government, to peace and prosperity. 
But these people, said Jesus, were only thieves and robbers. They weren't really interested in the wellbeing of the people but in their own glory. They came only to steal and kill and destroy. They offered an entrance to life, but opened a door to death. 
The same was true of the scribes and pharisees and sadducees, who were part of the crowd listening to Jesus. Jesus also had them in mind as he said these words. They claimed to be leaders of the people, offering a door to life and learning, but in reality they were more interested in preserving their own position. 
The same has been true in our own century. 
e.g. Think of communism and all their promises and ideals and the way that has come crashing down in the USSR over the last decade. 
e.g. Think of Saddam Hussein in Iraq and Milosevic, the Serbian President, who are shocking examples of thieves and robbers who have stolen property, destroyed land and trampled on human life for the sake of their personal gain and ambition. 
The same is true of philosophies and ideas in the western world. Humanism had made great promises of peace and prosperity and progress through learning, but it has failed to deliver on those promises. 
Instead we have seen our western world decline into moral confusion, into family breakdown and social tension. 
As we stand at the beginning of another year we need to listen to the Lord Jesus who said, 'I am the door.' 
When Jesus said this he was developing his earlier comments on the shepherd and the sheep, recorded in the verses 1-5.
The people had not understand what he was saying so he had to explain it further. 
In those days a shepherd would need to protect his sheep at night. There were thieves and robbers around and also wild animals that would threaten the sheep. To protect them he would take them into an enclosure. Sometimes it would have a roof or part of a roof, but often it would be open. The walls were made out of rough stones or mud bricks. Sometimes he would lead them into a cave.
This enclosure or cave would keep the sheep in and the wild animals out. 
When all the sheep were in he would lie down in front of the entrance. He was literally the gate, the doorway, the entrance to the sheepfold.
This is what Jesus had in mind when he said, 'I am the gate.' 
In saying this he meant that he was the entrance to life. Later on he expanded on this in another of his 'I am' statements when he said: 'I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me.'
He is the fulfilment of Psalm 118 - 'This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter.' (vs 20)
So Jesus is the entrance to life. 
We should also note that Jesus is the only entrance.
The sheep enclosures of the ancient near east had only one entrance. Jesus' words emphasise this. In the original Greek the stress falls on the I. 'I, I am the gate.' He was the only way to the Father and to life. 
This runs contrary to the pluralism of our present society. Today each person can have his own experience, her own way of looking at things, their own thoughts, and everyone is right. Everyone is OK. Fulfilment in life can be found in any way you choose. 
But Jesus' claim is exclusive. 'I am the door to life; there is no other; there is only one way.' 
Jesus could say this because he is the Son of God, He is divine, He is God Himself.
Each of the 'I am' statements in the gospel of John look back to Exodus 3 where the Lord revealed Himself to Moses as the 'I Am.' Jesus made a claim that only God could claim. 
So Jesus is the entrance to life.
This brings us to the second thing we want to consider: The Character of this Life. 
i. The first thing to note about this life Jesus promises is that it means Salvation. 
He gives a beautiful promise: 'Whoever enters through me will be saved.' 
To be saved is to come to know God as the creator and maker of this world. It is to be given a relationship with him.
To be saved is another way of describing the life that Jesus offers in vs 10: 'I have come that they may have life.'
He contrasts himself with the thief and robber. They came to take life, He came to give it. 
These are key themes in the gospel of John - life and salvation. They must be key themes for us in our lives. 
Our society has lost an awareness of God. God the Creator does not feature in the thinking of people, His will in not considered, His guidance is not sought, His commandments are not followed. In short, He is ignored. It is as though He did not exist. 
That is how some in the church regard Him too. In their preaching and public statements some churches make little reference to God. The emphasis has shifted from God to man, from the vertical to the horizontal. 
But Jesus did not just come to set things right among people, but to restore a broken relationship with God. He opened up the way to a life with God - This is salvation. 
This is what we must grasp ourselves and what we must seek to communicate to our society. 
ii. The second thing to notice is that this is a life of Security. 
When a shepherd gathered his sheep in for the night he would count them to make sure he had them all.
And as they filed into the sheep-pen he would look them over to check that they were all okay. If any were hurt or damaged he would take them aside and look after them, tend their wounds. 
Then he would lie down in the entrance way so that his sheep would be safe. He was the gate which meant that he would protect them. He would look after them. They were secure with him. 
Jesus applies that to us later on in vs 28-29....(read).... 
This is the security of the believer. When you put your trust in Jesus you know that you are safe, you are secure; and not just for now, but forever. No one can get you away from the care of the Chief Shepherd. 
This is something we must remember; remember this in times of doubt, of temptation, of trial or difficulty. We are safe with the Shepherd. 
Psalm 23 is a beautiful picture of that security.
Read Psalm 23:1-4...... 
Salvation, Security, thirdly, 
iii. Freedom 
Some might misunderstand this picture and think that security means restrictions, being tied down, being locked away. 
This is how many non-Christians think of the Christian life - that it must be incredibly boring - fancy having to keep the 10 commandments, and not just them, but heaps of others as well! They think of rules and regulations, do and don'ts. 
But the picture Jesus gives is one of freedom. They 'will come in and go out and find pasture.' This is a description of an open and free life with God and our Saviour. 
It is a freedom that comes from obedience. We know that true freedom is found in living as God created us to live. Just as a train runs most freely on its tracks so the Christian lives most freely in God's commands. 
This life is characterised by salvation, security, freedom and finally,
iv. it is a life of fullness. 
'I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.' 
If I asked you to name the adjective that is most often associated with life you would probably mention 'eternal'. The life God promises is often described as 'eternal life'. Here Jesus tells us that it is also a full, or abundant life. 
Jesus did not come merely to add to the duration of life, but to add to the enjoyment of life.
He did not come to give us more time to kill, but to give us more life to live. 
Or to put it differently: 
Jesus came to give us the full quantity of life; but he also came to give us a full quality of life.
He came to give us a life that was eternal and also abundant. 
So the life He promises is one of fullness and freedom, of hope and joy, of peace and security.
It is a life in which we can enjoy a rich and full relationship with God, and also with others who share the same faith we have. 
So as we look ahead to another year, let's remember that Jesus is the door to life. 
He is the shepherd who promises to guide us through 1995; 
He promises us salvation and life;
He assures us of the security of His presence; 
He offers us the freedom that comes from obedience;
He promises a life that is both full and eternal. 
May you be able to step into this year with a confident faith and trust in this Great Shepherd. 
Amen.

